CHIEF JOSEPH HATCHERY AT A GLANCE

1. RESERVOIR WATER INTAKE

On the upstream face of Chief Joseph Dam,
a screened intake draws water from the dam’s
reservoir for use at the hatchery. A 36” steel pipe
on the downstream face of the dam delivers the
water to a buried pipeline starting near the foot
of the dam.

2. RESERVOIR WATER PIPELINE
The buried pipeline conveys water drawn from
the dam’s reservoir to the hatchery headbox.

3. FISH LADDER

Cool water from the hatchery flows through
this ladder to attract adult Chinook salmon that
have returned after several years in the ocean.

4. ADULT SALMON RACEWAYS
Adult salmon (“broodstock”) that are collected
on the purse seine fishing boat, weir, or enter
the fish ladder are directed to raceways where
they are held until their eggs ripen.

5. SPAWNING BUILDING

In the spawning building, fish culturists collect
and fertilize eggs from the returned adult fish.
The fertilized eggs are transferred to the main
batchery, where they are placed in incubators.

6. MULTI-USE PIPELINE
CORRIDOR

Major pipelines run through the corridor
between the main hatchery and the broodstock
area. These include the reservoir-water supply
line going to the headbox, a groundwater
supply line going to the spawning building, and
a hatchery water discharge line going to the
fish ladder.

7. ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

Hatchery managers and administrative staff
work in this building, which also features
meeting space and an educational display area.

8. PUBLIC USE TRAIL
A trail outside the fenced hatchery grounds has
been reconstructed for public use.

9. GROUNDWATER PIPELINE
CORRIDOR

A pipeline buried in this corridor delivers
groundwater to the hatchery from five wells at
Bridgeport State Park.

10. HEADBOX

The headbox is the central arrival point for water
supply to the hatchery. Groundwater and reservoir
water are aerated, excess nitrogen is removed, the
river water is filtered, and the water is conveyed to
various end uses at the hatchery.

11. STORAGE BUILDING
This building is the hatchery’s home for
supplies, spare parts, vehicles and trailers.

12. HATCHERY BUILDING

‘This 14,000-square-foot building is where
salmon eggs are incubated and salmon fry are
raised. It also houses a laboratory, a shop area,
some offices, fish food storage, and equipment
for treating and chilling water.

13. REARING RACEWAYS

Chinook salmon fry are raised to small
fingerlings in these two banks of 20 raceways,
each 10 feet wide and 110 feet long.

14. REARING PONDS

Chinook salmon are raised from fingerlings to
smolts in 210-foot-long rearing ponds, one that
is 80 feet wide and two that are 50 feet wide.

15. CLEANING WASTE POND

Fish waste from the rearing raceways and
ponds settles in this pond for later removal
from the site.

16. GENERATOR

A generator is available on site to provide power
in the event of failure of the main power source
for any reason.




