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Chief Joe Hatchery – APR 
 

Selected Habitat Rehabilitation Projects  

 

within the  

 

Okanogan River sub-basin 

Presented by 

 

Chris Fisher 

 

Colville Tribes Fish & Wildlife 

 

11 March 2014 

Projects  

• Conservancy Island 

 

• Screen irrigation Intakes 

 

• Cross channel 

 

• Okanagan River Restoration Initiative (ORRI) – II 

 

• Spawning platform 
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Conservancy Island 

Side channel 

Relict channel 

East Side Channel 

4 

Phase 1 

Phase 2 

Conservancy Island 
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September 25, 2013 

Fish species present 

• Common carp 

 

• Pumpkinseed sunfish 

 

• Yellow bullhead 

 

• Smallmouth bass 

 

• Threespine stickleback 

 

• Tench 

 

• Black crappie 
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7 

Phase 1 
Phase 2 

Water Temperature Comparison 
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Discharge within the Side Channel (Oct – Jan) 

10 

Phase 1 

Phase 2 

(2014) 

Conservancy Island 
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Okanogan River Screening Project 

• Funding Proposal  in 2007 

 

• Survey conducted in 2008 

 

• Volunteer program 

 

• First screens were intsalled in 2011 

 

• 38 screens installed in 2013 
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Okanogan  River Screening Project 

• Initially 143 screens out of compliance 

 

• 38 screens installed during 2013   

• 26 Accord funds 

• 12 BPA funds through UCSRB 

 

• Cost per screen is $7,087 

 

• Currently 14 more to be installed 

 

• An additional 36 screened intakes by 

2015 
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Cross 

Channel  

Project 

Cross-channel 

project 
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Construction of flow control structure – operating from coffer dam 

April 16_09

242 cfs

Project outcome:  2 mile reach of Okanogan River remains watered,  

 increased summer Chinook salmon production  
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Summer Chinook Salmon – Okanogan River – October 2013 

Summer Chinook redds - 2013 
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ORRI Phase II: East Side Channel 

Okanogan River Entrance to ORRI - II 

ORRI phase II 
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ORRI phase II 

Okanagan River 

ORRI II - Exit 

Looking  upstream 

 from the exit 

Spawning Platforms – Penticton Channel 

Penticton  

Channel 
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Penticton Channel prior to channelization 

Following discussions with ONA 

staff, the design for the platform 

at Reach No. 1 provides for 100 m2 

of spawning gravel sized for Chinook 

salmon, and the balance (3,185 m2) 

sized for Sockeye, Steelhead, 

Kokanee, and Rainbow trout. 
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Questions/Comments/Discussion 

Chris Fisher 

Colville Confederated Tribes 

Fisheries Biologist – Habitat subdivision 

Office: (509) 422-7427 

Cell: (509) 631-0773 

Summary:   

• Maintaining 2 miles of spawning habitat 

 

• Reconnect ¾ mile of off-channel rearing 

habitat 

 

• Screen 38 irrigation intakes 

 

• Increase spawning habitat by 100 sq. 

meters 

 

Questions/Comments 

Contact information:  chris.fisher@colvilletribes.com; Ph: (509) 422-7427 


