
 
 

 

 

ATTENTION COLVILLE TRIBAL 

ARCHERY HUNTERS 
 

In order to archery hunt during any approved hunting season with a bow, 

Colville Tribal archery hunters must pass an archery proficiency test each year 

during or prior to the same season in which they want to hunt. 
 

Goal & Purpose Statements 

 

Goal -  The Colville Confederated Tribes Fish & Wildlife Department is promoting high ethical standards 

for hunting elk with archery equipment within the boundaries of the Colville Reservation, while offering 

unique traditional, cultural, and subsistence opportunities to tribal members. 

 

Purpose - Providing Archery Proficiency tests to the membership will increase archery hunter skill levels 

and the knowledge associated with ethical subsistence archery hunting practices in order to minimize the 

potential for wounding elk and meat wastage.  The Colville Tribes Fish & Wildlife Department supports 

active management of elk herds on the Colville Reservation by offering opportunities for ethical elk harvest 

at a level that promotes sustainable elk numbers for future generations.   

 

Archery Proficiency Testing  

 

 

1. Who May Take The Test?  Tribal members must have a valid Tribal I.D. on their person and be at 

least 12 years of age or older by the closing date for the special permit applications on June 30th, 

2017.  

 

2. How Many Times Can I Take The Test?  Each eligible tribal member will be allowed to take the 

test at any of the designated test locations between May 1
st
 and June 30

th
.  Tribal members will be 

limited to a total of two chances to pass the test, regardless of the test location.  In addition, Tribal 

members will not be allowed to take the test more than one time on any given test day.   

 

3. What do I need to bring to the test?  Tribal members must bring their Tribal I.D. and their bow 

with a minimum of 40 pounds of pull, measured at 28 inches of draw length or less.  Please bring 

your bow ready to shoot.  We recommend a minimum of 3 arrows with field tips, no broad-heads 

please!   Rangefinders are allowed during the test. 
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4. How will the test be conducted?  The test will consist of a 3D course using life-size Big Game 

targets set up in similar habitat to that encountered during a hunt at distances ranging from 20 to 30 

yards.  There will be 5 target shooting stations, one of which will test the hunters’ ability to make an 

ethical decision about whether or not he should take the shot and risk only wounding the animal.  

This ethical test station scenario should be fairly obvious.  One possible example would be the vital 

organs of a bull elk being blocked by a large pine tree.  Hunters will not be told which one of the 5 

target scenarios is the ethical test station.  Hunters who fail to correctly identify and turn down the 

ethical test shot will automatically fail.  Hunters must hit the vital organs (kill zone) on 3 of the 

remaining 4 target scenarios, not including the ethical test scenario in order to pass.  Each archery 

hunter will be accompanied by an identified representative who will score the hunter at each scenario 

throughout the test.  Archery hunters who successfully pass the test will be given an application for 

the 2017 Archery Hunts to be completed and returned to test representative before leaving the test 

location.  CCT F&W Dept. will contact the selected tag winners and make arrangements for tag pick-

up or delivery by mail. 

 

 


