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Notice to the Public: Lamprey 

fish released in Similkameen  
 

Sixty-one Pacific lamprey were released in the 

Similkameen River below Coyote Falls on August 17, 

2018. The fish were trapped at Priest Rapids Dam, PIT 

tagged at Wells Dam, and transported to the release 

site. This was the second release of lamprey in the 

Similkameen River to assist in re-establishing lamprey 

numbers in the Okanogan Basin.  A total of 400 adult 

Pacific lamprey will be released in the Okanogan 

Basin in the summer and fall of 2018.    

 

 Pacific lamprey abundance above Wells Dam 

has seen a swift decline in the last decade and 

has been highly variable in the Columbia River 

Basin.  It is thought to be influenced by many 

of the same factors affecting Pacific salmon.   

 Pacific lamprey, once present in the Okanogan 

sub-basin, have not been observed in smolt 

trapping operations or electrofishing efforts 

since 2010, suggesting that this species may 

have been extirpated from the sub-basin.  In 

response to low lamprey numbers above Wells 

Dam and apparent absence of lamprey in the 

Okanogan Basin, CTFW staff have initiated 

efforts to translocate adult lamprey into the Okanogan sub-basin. The first release of lamprey 

happened in August 2017, when 178 lamprey were released (128 below the mouth of the 

Okanogan and 50 at Coyote Falls).  

  Future sampling (smolt traps and electro-fishing) for juvenile salmon and steelhead over the next 

5 to 7 years will provide data on juvenile lamprey that are caught.  The data collected will provide 

indications of spawning and rearing success from these efforts. Their migration behavior can be 

detected at PIT tag interrogation sites throughout the Okanogan Basin.   

 Recovery of Pacific lamprey populations throughout the Columbia Basin is an ongoing 

cooperative effort between fisheries agencies, tribes, as well as hydroelectric operators and 

managers.  

 Pacific lamprey are an anadromous parasitic fish from the Pacific Coast of North America and 

Asia. Adult lamprey spawn in rivers and then die. The young larvae spend several years in the 

rivers, where they live burrowed in fine sediment, filter feeding on microorganisms. They undergo 

metamorphosis and migrate to the ocean where they rear to adulthood before returning to 

freshwater to spawn. 


