
Resolution 2023-261

2023 Chief Joseph Dam Tailrace Colville Tribal Ceremonial and 

Subsistence Summer/Fall Chinook Fishery Regulations 

Justification: 
This fishery targets BSA-unlisted Upper Columbia River (UCR) summer/fall Chinook salmon. 
The run pre-season run forecast is sufficient to support tribal harvest for the 2023 season. This 
fishery is regulated to comply with CCT's yearly harvest allocation of summer Chinook, the CCT 
goals for summer Chinook conservation (hatchery broodstock and spawn escapement) and to 
avoid significant take of ESA-listed, threatened Upper Columbia River (UCR) steelhead. As 
such, this fishery may be closed or otherwise amended by the Colville Tribes' Director of Fish 
and Wildlife (Director) to comply with harvest allocations, broodstock and escapement needs 
and/or to protect ESA-listed UCR steelhead. 

Fishery Period: 
July 1, 2023 through September 30, 2023, unless closed by the Director. The fishery may be 
extended into October or subject to a change in authorized gear type depending on the level of 
incidental take of ESA-listed summer steelhead. 

Fishery Location/ Authorized Fishing Gear: 
Fishing will be open for summer Chinook salmon on the mainstem Columbia River in the Chief 
Joseph Dam tailrace area. Fishing from, on, or within the Chief Joseph Hatchery, hatchery ladder 
and hatchery broodstock collection and holding facility is prohibited. Waters will be closed to 
boating from the dam downstream to the red boundary marker signs on both sides of the river 
near the Chief Joseph Hatchery. Please reference the concurrent access regulations promulgated 
by the United States Army Corps of Engineers for the same area. 

North Bank (reservation side) 
o Cltie(Joseph Dam spilhvay to tlte poi11t 150 yards upstream of the Hatclte1y Ladder -

snag fishing (including spears and gaffs), hook and line (bait allowed), hoop and hand dip
nets. Fishing from the north bank area may be restricted due to unsafe conditions from
dam spilling.

o 150 yards upstream of the hatchery ladder to Rwy. 17 Bridge- Bait allowed. Hook and
line (a simple line, attached to no more than two (2) single barbed hooks or a single
triple-barbed hook). Hook size restricted to no greater than 4/0. Hoop and hand dip net
allowed. Scaffolds and floating platforms priority fishing is given to hoop and hand dip
nets. Snagging, spears and gaffs are prohibited.

South Bank (Corps side) 
o Cltie[Joseph Dam Spillway to mouth of Foster Creek. - snag fishing (including gaffs)

and hook and line (bait allowed). Spears prohibited.

Mouth o(Foster Creek to tlte Hwy. 17 Bridge a11d Bridgeport WA.- snag fishing 
(including gaffs), hook and line (bait allowed), and hoop and hand dip nets. Spears 
prohibited. 
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