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Thousands of Steelhead Smolts Released in Omak Creek 

  
 
(Nespelem, Wash. May 11, 2016) – The Colville Tribes’ Fish and Wildlife (CTFW) 

Department and the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) recently released 

40,000 steelhead smolts into Omak Creek. About 15,000 of these fish have been PIT tagged 

so fisheries managers can monitor their migration to the ocean and on their journey back as 

adults. 

     

     Wesley Tibbits, fisheries biologist for CTFW, describes the program in depth. “We 

released 10,000 hatchery steelhead in Omak Creek from the St. Mary’s acclimation pond,” 

said Tibbits.  “This release is part of our locally-adapted program. We collect adults at the 

Omak Creek weir and they go to the Wells Fish Hatchery (WFH) and are spawned out. Some 

of these fish are acclimated for 30 days in the pond with Omak Creek water to imprint which 

improves their homing skills.”   

 

      In addition to the release from St. Mary’s acclimation pond, about 30,000 hatchery reared 

steelhead were released above Mission Falls in Omak Creek. “There is about 

 

18 miles of spawning habitat for these fish above Mission Falls,” said Tibbits.  “Adult 

returns to the Okanogan Basin and specifically Omak Creek have been on an upward trend 

over the past five years.”  

 

     John Arterburn, principle biologist for CTFW said, “These hatchery releases are one tool 

along with habitat restoration, innovative fish management and monitoring the Colville 

Tribes are using to recover threatened Upper Columbia summer steelhead.” 

 

     The Colville Tribes along with WDFW cooperatively manage the Okanogan River 

summer steelhead program. Fisheries biologists from the tribes implement, monitor and 

evaluate the steelhead program under a contract with Grant Public Utility District (GPUD).   

 

(MORE) 

 



     “GPUD has funded the program for nine years and continues to fund the hatchery 

steelhead program in the Okanogan,” said Tibbits.  “Hatchery steelhead augmentation in the 

Similkameen River, Omak and Salmon Creeks has increased the numbers of returning adults 

to the Okanogan, which in turn has promoted natural rearing and returning numbers of wild 

steelhead.  Because of this, we have hope for recovery of ESA listed summer steelhead in the 

Okanogan which is the ultimate goal.”   

 

     In addition to the hatchery efforts, several BPA funded projects such as the Okanogan 

Basin Monitoring and Evaluation Program and the Omak Creek Habitat Restoration Project 

are active in the Omak Creek watershed. CTFW biologists work cooperatively with many 

stakeholders to provide benefits from habitat improvements and manage hatchery production 

to maximize wild summer steelhead production in Omak Creek and throughout many areas 

of the Okanogan River and its tributaries including Canada. 
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